“The BIG Ten” - LESSON 1
“God Is #1!”
Main Focus:

God wants to be the most
important thing in our lives.

Power Verse:

“You must love the Lord your God
with all your heart, all your soul, and
all your mind…” – Matthew 22:37

Watt’s Up:

“God Is #1 In My Life!”

“The Spark” Intro Video
“The 10 Show”

“Watt’s Up?” Teaching
Teach The “Watt’s Up?” Statement

Character Skit
“Regina Rulebook”

Offering Time
Game On!

LEADER’S INFO
This world is full of things and people
that are constantly competing for our
attention, our love, and our devotionmoney, people, stuff, and much more.
However, God wants to be, and deserves to be, #1 in our lives.
On our own, we can only do so much
with our time, our money, our stuff,
and our talents. But when we give it
ALL to God, He can do so much more
with it than we ever could on our own.
In this lesson, the children are going to
learn the first of the Ten Commandments - “You must not have any other
god but Me.” They will also learn from
the story of the Rich Young Ruler that
we must give God ALL of our love and
ALL of our lives. When we do that,
God will take care of everything else.

“Simon Says”

Bible Story
“Rich Young Ruler”

Power Verse Video

“You must love the Lord your God with all your
heart, all your soul, and all your mind…”
				– Matthew 22:37

Call To Action
“God Is #1!”

Brain Drain
Review Game

Small Group Experience
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“The BIG Ten” Lesson 1

Main Focus:

God wants to be the most
important thing in our lives.

			

“God Is #1!”

Lesson 1 Materials Needed:
“The Spark” Intro Video
- “The Spark” Intro Video
“Watt’s Up?” Teaching
- “Watt’s Up?” Graphic

Power Verse:

“You must love the Lord your God
with all your heart, all your soul, and
all your mind…” – Matthew 22:37

Character Skit
- “Regina Rulebook” Theme Graphic/Music
- Ruler
- Clipboard with paper
Offering Time
- “Offering Time” Bumper Video

Watt’s Up:

“God Is #1 In My Life!”

“The Spark” Intro Video
“The 10 Show”
“Watt’s Up?” Teaching
Teach the “Watt’s Up?” Statement
Character Skit
“Regina Rulebook”
Offering Time
Game On!
“Simon Says”
Bible Story
“Rich Young Ruler”
Power Verse Video
“You must love the Lord your God with all
your heart, all your soul, and all your mind…”
			– Matthew 22:37
Call To Action
“God Is #1!”

Game On!
- “Game On!” Bumper Video
- “Simon Says” Game
Bible Story
- “Rich Young Ruler” Graphics
- Bible
Power Verse Video
- “Power Verse” Video
Call To Action
- “God Is #1!” Graphics
- Gold medal
- First place ribbon
- Cafeteria tray
- Table
- Boxes labeled “LOVE,” “TIME,” “MONEY,” “ATTENTION,”
“DEVOTION,” and “TALENTS”
Brain Drain
- “Brain Drain” Bumper Video
- “Brain Drain” Lesson 1 Graphics
Small Group Experience
- Bible
- Power Verse Print Piece
- All Print Piece
- Pencils, markers, or crayons

Brain Drain
Review Game
Small Group Experience

Lesson One - “God Is #1!”				
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Introduction to “The Spark”
Intro Video
Leader: Hey, kids! Today we are starting a brand new series about The Ten Commandments. It’s all about the
ten laws God gave to Moses when He went up on a mountain called Mount Sinai. God gave Moses His
BIG TEN - His top ten rules for His people. These were the ten things that mattered most to God
when it came to how His people should live.
Today, the world has lots of rules and laws. How many of you have a rule in your life that you just don’t
like? (allow a few children to respond) Well, some rules are tough, but the rules we should REALLY pay
attention to are the ten rules God gave us - the Ten Commandments.
Before I tell you about the first commandment we’re learning, let’s check in with Max and
Boffo on “The TEN Show!”
(play “The Spark” Intro Video)
Leader: As you just learned, the commandment we are learning about today says, “You must not have any
other god but Me.” In other words, God must be #1 in your life! God has to be the ruler and the God
of your life. It’s important that we don’t let other things become like “God” in our lives - things like our
stuff, our money, our time, and our talents. God has to be #1 in our lives - way more important than
anything else!
We’ll find out more about that in a few minutes, but right now, it’s time to check in with Skittles and
find out “Watt’s Up?”
(play “Watt’s Up?” Teaching Video)
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CHARACTER SKIT
Character: “Regina Rulebook” (a quirky girl who is obsessed with rules)

REGINA: (comes out slapping a clipboard with a ruler) ORDER! ORDER! I WILL HAVE ORDER!
Leader: Order? Who are you?
REGINA: (pokes the leader with the ruler) No asking questions! That’s against the rules!
Leader: OW! Rules? What rules??
REGINA: (pokes the leader again) THAT WAS A QUESTION!
Leader: Ow, okay I’m sorry!
REGINA: (pokes the leader again) NO APOLOGIES, EITHER!
Leader: OWWWW! Please stop!
REGINA: (almost pokes the leader again, stops) You said, “Please.” You just followed a rule! Good for you!
You get a token of encouragement!
Leader: Well, that sounds like a good thing!
REGINA: It is! Here, enjoy. (smacks the leader in the arm with her ruler) I ENCOURAGE you to keep
following the rules!
Leader: Oh, my WORD - that hurt!
REGINA: Yes - just like the truth! The truth hurts, my dears, and the truth is that I am REGINA
RULEBOOK - master of rules! I was a teacher for 40 years. If there’s anyone who knows about
following the rules, it’s ME!
Leader: A teacher? You must have been a scary teacher.
REGINA: Yes - all of the cats in the neighborhood were PETRIFIED of me!
Leader: You just said… “cats”?
REGINA: INDEED! I specialize in teaching CATS! Have you ever tried to teach a cat anything? It’s nearly
impossible - CATS ARE JERKS! But they listen to me! Which is why I’m the greatest in the business!
(CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE)
Lesson One - “God Is #1!”				
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CHARACTER SKIT
(continued)
Leader: Are there many…uh…cat teachers out there?
REGINA: NOPE! I’m the only one that I know of - which is why I’m the best! (pokes the leader) And
that’s for asking a question. You MUST follow the rules! That’s why you’re all here, isn’t it? You’re
learning about the greatest rules EVER written down!
Leader: Well, yeah - we’re talking about the Ten Commandments!
REGINA: I KNEW IT! (sniffs the air) I can smell rules from a mile away. They smell like (sniffs) peaches.
(sniffs again) And meatloaf. (sniffs herself) No, wait - that’s just me. NO MATTER! I am here to
teach you all today’s commandment - “SELL GOD ALL OF YOUR STUFF!”
Leader: (laughs) Wait, no - that’s not today’s commandment.
REGINA: (pokes the leader) DO NOT INTERRUPT! That’s a rule! Now, the first commandment is to love
God more than anything else. In order to do that, you must get rid of absolutely EVERYTHING you
own and sell it to God! Everything you own is a distraction! If you own shoes, you love shoes more
than God! Run around barefoot outside like a wild animal! Anyone that wears shoes doesn’t love God!
Leader: But…YOU’RE wearing shoes!
REGINA: No, I’m not! (looks down at her feet) My feet just naturally GROW this way!
Leader: (to the kids) Boys and girls, PLEASE don’t listen to her. God isn’t telling us to get rid of all of our
stuff - He’s just saying that He wants all of your LOVE. If you love God FIRST in your life, instead of
your stuff, He’ll take care of the rest!
REGINA: (pokes the leader) I HEARD THAT! STOP BREAKING RULES!
Leader: What rules?! Where are these rules coming from, you crazy cat teacher?!
REGINA: HERE! (lifts up her clipboard) REGINA RULEBOOK’S….uh….RULEBOOK!!
Leader: Let me see that thing!
REGINA: (guards the rulebook) NO! You cannot! Only Regina can see the rulebook - and your name is
NOT Regina! That’s a rule, too! Now, if you’ll excuse me, I saw a cat napping outside. Cats are NOT
allowed to nap outside of buildings without a written excuse from their doctor. That’s a rule, too!
Farewell, children. I’ve got my eyes on you - ALL of you! I’m Regina - and REGINA RULES!! (Pokes the
leader again as her exit music plays and runs offstage)
Lesson One - “God Is #1!”				
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GAME ON!

“Simon Says”

Items Needed For Game:
none

Preparation:
Either play the game with the entire group OR choose an even number of boys and girls to
compete in this game.

How To Play:
The is the classic game. Instruct the children to listen closely to what you say. When you say,
“Simon says...” before any instruction, they are to obey that instruction. However, if you give
an instruction without saying, “Simon says...”, they are NOT to obey that instruction. Those
that obey the instruction when you did not say, “Simon says...”, are out of the game.
The last child left in the game is declared the winner.

Lesson One - “God Is #1!”				
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Bible Story

“Rich Young Ruler”
Materials Needed:
The graphic slides for Lesson 1; begin with the slide that says “Bible Story”; follow the instructions below,
changing the slides to follow along with the story (as shown)
Preparation:
Familiarize yourself with the passage in Matthew 19:19-29; have your open Bible in your hands as you tell the
story
The Story:
Today’s Bible Story is found in the book of Matthew, chapter 19. There was a young man (show pic) who came
up to Jesus and asked Him, “What must I do to receive eternal life?” He was obviously ready to
put his faith in God. (show pic) Jesus answered, “Obey the commandments.”
The young man didn’t miss a beat. He responded to Jesus, saying (show pic), “I’ve done this ever
since I was a little boy. What else must I do?” This young man thought, “That can’t be it! That
can’t be ALL I have to do! There HAS to be more to it than just keeping a list of rules.” He had
been doing that all of his life, but he still felt empty inside.
Jesus knew this young man had tried hard to keep the commandments in the Scriptures, but He
also knew there was something this young man loved very much - TOO much, in fact. You see,
this young man is known in the Bible as the “Rich Young Ruler.” He had a LOT of money. He
LOVED his money. (show pic) Jesus said, “Sell all you have and give it to the poor.” WOW! Jesus
told this young man to sell EVERYTHING he owned and give the money he made to the poor.
That’s huge! How do you think he responded? Do you know what he did?
The Bible says (show pic) the young man walked away sad because he loved his money and his
stuff too much. It’s not that Jesus really wanted him to be poor; Jesus just wanted him to be
willing to put God ahead of his money. The sad thing is, because he loved his money so much, he
ended up losing out on being Jesus’ disciple - and he missed out on eternal life.
Boys and girls, in today’s lesson, you are going to learn that when you love money, possessions, power, and popularity, it will destroy your relationship with God. Instead, you must put GOD in the #1 spot in your life.
When Jesus is your leader and you follow His commands and put your trust in Him, He will bless you!

Lesson One - “God Is #1!”				
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Call To Action
“God Is #1!”
Materials Needed:
The graphic slides for Lesson 1; gold medal; first place ribbon; cafeteria tray; table; boxes labeled “LOVE,”
“TIME,” “MONEY,” “ATTENTION,” “DEVOTION,” and “TALENTS”
Preparation:
Begin with the slide titled “God Is #1!”
The Message: (title slide)
I want to see if you know the answers to these questions! Yell out the answers when I ask them!
Who gets the gold medal (hold up gold medal) in the Olympics - first place, second place, or third? (allow
response) That’s right - first!
Who wins the ribbon (hold up ribbon) in a race - first place or last place? (allow response) Of course - first place!
Who gets to eat (hold up cafeteria tray) before everyone else at school - the kid that gets in line first in the
cafeteria or the last one to straggle in? (allow response) Right - the first kid!
Okay, now I want you to just THINK about the answers to these questions. Don’t yell out these answers.
Who, or what, gets to decide what you do or say - your friends, your mood, the popular kids, or God?
Who, or what, gets the first part of your money when you recieve a gift or an allowance? The store, your piggy
bank, a snack machine or concession stand, or God?
Who, or what, is #1 in your life? Your mom or dad, your best friend, your money, your toys or video games, or
God?
Those first questions were easy - it’s obvious who is #1 in a race, a competition, or in a line of people. But
sometimes it’s hard to decide who is #1 in our lives. There are a lot of people and things competing for first
place in your life. There are a lot of people and things that want all of your attention, all of your dedication, and
all of your love. However...
God Wants ALL Of Your Love (slide)
God wants to be #1 in your life - and that means He wants ALL of your love! (place box that says “LOVE” on
table) God wants you to love Him more than anything or anyone else! He wants your love!
(CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE)
Lesson One - “God Is #1!”				
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Call To Action
(Continued)
There are a lot of things that are competing for our love and attention. What are some things that people
LOVE? (allow a few kids to respond) Those things are all easy to love, but God said He wants you to love HIM
more than any of those things! God wants ALL of your love AND...

God Wants ALL Of Your Life (slide)
You say, “What’s the difference? God wants all of my love and all of my life? What’s the difference?” Well, not
only does God want you to LOVE Him more than anything or anyone else, He also wants you to give Him the
other parts of your life. (place the corresponding boxes for the following things on the table as you say them) He
wants your time, your money, your attention, your devotion, your talents - He wants it ALL!
You might say, “Wow! God wants ALL of that? Why in the world does He need ALL of that?” Some people
try to only give God a PART of their lives (demonstrate by taking some of the boxes off the table and talk about
trying to live by only giving God SOME of our lives) That never works. When you give God only a part of your life,
then He’s not really your Lord, is He? Of course, not.
The truth is - God doesn’t NEED all of those things! Instead,YOU need to give God all of those things. Life
is better when you give God every part of it. God can do much more with what you have than you can do on
your own! (point to each box as you say them) He can use your love, your time, your money, your attention, and
your talents way better than you can! God can make a huge difference through you if you’ll let Him. And He
can help you with the things you’re not able to handle on your own, too.
Make God #1 And EVERYTHING Else
Will Take Care Of Itself (slide)
When you live for God - when you make Him #1 - He will take care of you. You don’t have to try to hold
things back from Him just so you can have control. You don’t have to worry. God will take care of you and
your needs. Matthew 6:33 says, “Seek the Kingdom of God above all else, and live righteously, and He will give
you everything you need.” When you put God first - when you put Him above everything else and live right He will take care of all of your needs. Make God #1 and EVERYTHING else will take care of itself.
ALTAR RESPONSE: (play soft music)
Pray for any children who are ready to give their lives to God. Pray that they would give God ALL of their love
and ALL of their lives and that they would trust God to take care of everything else in their lives.
Lesson One - “God Is #1!”				
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BRAIN DRAIN
Materials Needed:
The graphic slides for Lesson 1; “Brain Drain” Bumper Video
Preparation:
Play the “Brain Drain” Bumper Video; Begin with the slide titled “Brain Drain”; there is a slide for each question
1. Watt’s Up today?
Answer: “God Is #1 In My Life!”
2. In what book of the Bible was our Bible Story found?
Answer: Matthew
3. Who came up to Jesus and asked him a question?
Answer: The Rich Young Ruler
4. What did Jesus ask the Rich Young Ruler to do?
Answer: Sell All He Had And Give The Money To The Poor
5. True Or False: The Rich Young Ruler did as Jesus asked of him.
Answer: False
6. True Or False: The First Commandment says to make God #2 in your life.
Answer: False
7. According to our lesson today, “God Wants ALL Of Your _____.”
Answer: Love
8. According to our lesson today, “_____ Wants ALL Of Your Life.”
Answer: God
9. According to our lesson today, “Make God ___ And EVERYTHING Else Will Take Care
Of Itself.”
Answer: #1
10. Where was our Power Verse found?
Answer: Matthew 22:37

Lesson One - “God Is #1!”				
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Small Group Experience
LESSON 1 - “God Is #1”
Watt’s Up:

“God Is #1 In My Life!”

Power Verse:

“‘You must love the Lord your God with all your heart, all your soul, and
all your mind...’”
					 -Matthew 22:37

SUPPLY LIST:
* Bible
TEACHER INSTRUCTIONS:
Before small group begins, familiarize yourself with the story so you can facilitate and guide discussion. When small group begins,
choose four volunteers who don’t mind reading aloud. Open the Bible and turn to Matthew 19. Hand the open Bible to one
volunteer and ask them to read Matthew 19:19-21 aloud. They should read the verses and then pass the Bible to the next
volunteer, who will read the next three verses. They will then hand the Bible to the third volunteer, who will read the next three
verses. Finally, the Bible will go to the fourth volunteer, who will read the last two verses of the story.
Say - It is so great to see you all today! My Bible is opened to Matthew 19, which is where our story is found. I need
four volunteers who are willing to read aloud.
-Choose volunteersSay - I would like my first volunteer to read Matthew 19:19-21. Once you’ve read these three verses, please pass the
Bible to the next volunteer, who will read the next three verses. We will repeat this with the third volunteer, and
finally, our last volunteer will read the last two verses and complete our story. Here we go!
-Allow the kids to read the verses aloud and then pass the Bible to the next kid; continue this way
until the story is completeSay - Thank you to all of our awesome volunteers for reading the story!
Ask - Why did the young ruler approach Jesus?
-Allow time for the kids to respond; discuss their answers with the groupAsk - Do you think the young ruler was surprised by Jesus’ answer? Why?
-Allow time for the kids to respond; discuss their answers with the groupAsk - In the end, he chose to walk away from Jesus. Why?
-Allow time for the kids to respond; discuss their answers with the group						(Continued on next page)
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Game/Activity

* Power Verse Print Piece (provided; print one per team)
TEACHER INSTRUCTIONS:
Before small group begins, print and cut the Power Verse Print Pieces. Once activity time begins, divide the group into teams, mix
up the verse pieces, and place one set of pieces on the ground for each team. Teams should line up single-file behind their
Power Verse pile. When you say, “Go,” the person at the front of each line should pick up one piece and pass it over his or her head
to the player behind them. The kids will continue to pass the verse pieces down the line in the over/under fashion - over one player’s head, under the next player’s legs, over a head, under legs, etc. until the piece reaches the person at the end of the line. That
person should place the piece on the ground and say, “Number One!” Once they say, “Number One,” the player at the front of the
line can begin the process again. Once all of the pieces have reached the back of the line, teams should race to display the Power
Verse pieces in the correct order. The team to accomplish this task first wins. This game is a fun lesson concept reinforcing activity,
and multiple rounds can be played as time allows.
Say - All of this talk about “Number One” has me in the mood for a relay race! I am dividing you into teams. Each team
should line up single-file in front of their Power Verse pieces. When I say, “Go,” the first person in line should
begin by passing one piece of the verse over his or her head to the player behind them. That player will grab the 		
piece and pass it under their legs to the player behind them. Continue passing the piece in the over/under style 		
until it reaches the person at the end of the line. When the piece reaches the last player, he or she should say, 		
“Number One!”, which will signal the person at the front of the line to start another piece moving down the line.
Continue on this way until all of the pieces have reached the end. Once all of the pieces have reached the back
of the line, teams should race to display the Power Verse pieces in the correct order. The team that works
together to accomplish this task first wins. It’s time to see which team will be NUMBER ONE!
-Play the relay game; multiple rounds can be played as time allows-

SUPPLY LIST:

Group Sharing

* All Print Piece (provided; print one per kid)
* Pencils, markers, or crayons
TEACHER INSTRUCTIONS:
Before small group begins, print and cut the All Print Pieces. Once group sharing begins, give each kid a copy of the print piece and
something to write with. Group sharing is focused on encouraging the kids to open up and discuss the lesson concepts and relate
those concepts to their lives. Help facilitate and guide the discussion time.
Say - We are talking about keeping God number one in our lives and giving Him our ALL. Our story is pretty eye-		
opening and valuable for us today. The young ruler was a “church kid.” He was obviously raised in a God-fearing
home and was taught the commandments. We know this because he told Jesus he had followed the 		
commandments since he was a little boy. That is a familiar story for many of us as well. We grow up in church
and, for the most part, we have followed the commandments. The young ruler did this, but he still felt like he was
missing something.
						(Continued on next page)
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Ask - Why did the young ruler feel like he was missing something?
-Allow time for the kids to answer; discuss their answers with the groupSay - You can be a great person, you can follow the rules and be kind, but that doesn’t mean you’re a follower of Jesus.
This is so important for us to understand. Too often we are like the young ruler. We obey the rules and assume
it should be enough. We still feel empty, so we try to fill that void with something. He tried to fill the void
in his life with money and possessions - they had become the god he loved most. When Jesus pointed out that 		
he wasn’t giving his all, the young ruler locked down. That moment quickly revealed what he loved most, and it
wasn’t God. I want us to take a moment and think. Do we love God most or are we trying to fill voids in our
lives? What gets our best, our all? Quietly reflect and we will resume in a moment.
-Allow time for the kids to reflect. You could play worship music and spend more time here in prayer,
especially if you have an older group. Allow the Holy Spirit to work in the reflection timeSay - The first commandment goes right to the heart of the issue and addresses how fill the void in our lives and really
live for God. If we want to be true followers, then we have to be ALL IN. So what does that mean, and how do
we do it? Let’s take a closer look at our Power Verse and discuss it together - “You must love the Lord your 		
God with all your heart, all your soul, and all your mind…” - Matthew 22:37. The first part of the Scripture says 		
to love the Lord with all your heart.
Ask - What does this mean?
-Allow time for the kids to answer; discuss their answers with the groupAsk - How do you love God with all your heart? Write your answers on your page.
-Allow time for the kids to write their responsesAsk - Would anyone like to share what they wrote?
-Allow time for the kids to answer; discuss their answers with the groupSay - The second part of the Scripture says to love the Lord with all your soul.
Ask - What does this mean?
-Allow time for the kids to answer; discuss their answers with the groupAsk - How do you love God with all your soul? Write your answers on your page.
-Allow time for the kids to write their responsesAsk - Would anyone like to share what they wrote?
-Allow time for the kids to answer; discuss their answers with the groupSay - The last part of the Scripture says to love the Lord with all your mind.
Ask - What does this mean?
						(Continued on next page)
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-Allow time for the kids to answer; discuss their answers with the groupAsk - How do you love God with all your mind? Write your answers on your page.
-Allow time for the kids to write their responsesAsk - Would anyone like to share what they wrote?
-Allow time for the kids to answer; discuss their answers with the groupSay - The thing that we love most has the number one spot in our life. To be a follower of Jesus, we must make sure
that we love Him with ALL our hearts, souls, and minds!

Prayer Time
Say - Earlier we spent some time reflecting, and I hope that God spoke to your hearts. I am going to pray that God will
continue to speak to you and guide you as you continue on your journey of being a lifelong follower of Christ. 		
(PRAY)

Closing
Say - The young ruler approached Jesus with questions because he was puzzled by the void he felt inside. He probably
thought that Jesus would give an easy answer, a quick fix, a feel-good solution to his problem. The answers that
Jesus gave were difficult and required a sacrifice the young ruler had not anticipated. In that moment, what he
loved most was revealed, and he made the devastating choice to walk away from Jesus. Reading the story, it
seems like the craziest decision, and you might even think, “There’s NO WAY I would walk away from Jesus for
some money and stuff!” However, when we are faced with the decision to give up something of value for Jesus,
the reality of the situation gets up close and personal. Are we willing to give Jesus our all and love Him most?
Are we willing to give up anything and everything for Jesus? It’s a question we must consider as we follow Jesus.
Take some time this week and ask God to help you as you seek to follow Him and His plans. Thank you for
coming today! I will see you again soon!
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