
“Come Home” - LESSON 1
“Runaway”

Main Focus:
When we leave our relationship 
with God, we pay a huge price.

Power Verse:
“This I declare about the LORD: He 

alone is my refuge, my place of 
safety; he is my God, and I trust 

him.”  – Psalm 91:2

Watt’s Up:
“I Never Wanna Leave My

Spiritual Home!”

LEADER’S INFO

Every kid at some point or another 
dreams of running away from home.  
They think that not having to live by 
the rules of home will result in 
happiness and freedom.

Sadly, they find out that leaving the 
rules of home also means they leave 
the comfort, love, and safety of home.  
That never turns out well.

In this lesson, the children will learn 
from the story of the The Prodigal 
Son.  They will learn that leaving home 
always brings with it horrible 
consequences and pain.  In the end, it is 
never worth it.
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“The Spark” Intro Video
“Runaway”

“Watt’s Up?” Teaching
Teach the “Watt’s Up?” statement

Character Skit
“Helga Heinebocker”

Offering Time

Game On!
“There’s No Place Like Home”

Bible Story
“Prodigal Son Pt.1”

Power Verse Video
“This I declare about the LORD; He alone is my 
refuge, my place of safety; he is my God, and I trust 
him.”
                                             – Psalm 91:2

Call To Action
“Runaway”

Brain Drain
Review Game

Small Group Experience
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“Come Home”  Lesson 1                           “Runaway”

Lesson 1 Materials Needed:

“The Spark” Intro Video
- “The Spark” Intro  Video

“Watt’s Up?” Teaching
- “Watt’s Up?” Graphic

Character Skit
- “Helga Heinebocker” Theme Graphic/Music
- A cellphone

Offering Time
- “Offering Time” Bumper Video

Game On!
- “Game On!” Bumper Video
- “There’s No Place Like Home” Game

Bible Story
- “Prodigal Son Pt. 1” Graphics
- Bible

Power Verse Video
- “Power Verse” Video

Call To Action
- “Runaway” Graphics

Brain Drain
- “Brain Drain” Bumper Video
- “Brain Drain” Lesson 1 Graphics

Small Group Experience
- Home Print Piece 
- Reality Star Print Piece
- Scissors
- Bandana or cloth
- Reality TV Print Piece 
- Crayons, colored pencils, or markers



“Come Home”  Lesson 1                           “Runaway”

Leader:  Hey kids!  Today, we are starting a brand new series called “Come Home!”  In this series, we are 
 going to be looking a specific story in the Bible!  This story has to do with a son that left home!  How 
 many of you have ever gotten tired of following your parents rules or gotten mad at your brother or 
 sister and thought you would just run away from home?  (allow response)
 
 Running away from home SEEMS like it would be a great idea.  No rules.  No one to tell you what to 
 do.  But, is running away really the answer?  Does it really make our lives easier?  Let’s check out this 
 video of a young man who faces those same questions...

(play “The Spark” Intro Video)

Leader:  Wow!  He was super disrespectful to his Dad, wasn’t he?  He thinks that running away from home is 
 going to be a piece of cake.  I think he may find out things are a little different out in the real world than 
 what he thinks they are.

 What you just saw on that video is exactly what happened in the Bible Story we are learning from in 
 this series, “Come Home!”  It’s all about the parable of The Prodigal Son.  The son in this story decided 
 he would be better off living his own life with no rules!  

 We’ll find out more about what happened in a few minutes, but right now, it’s time to find out “Watt’s 
 Up?”

(Teach “Watt’s Up?” Statement)
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Introduction to “The Spark”
Intro Video
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HELGA:  (struts out while talking on a cell phone)  No!  NO!  That is unacceptable!  Helga demands that you do 
 it again!  (pause)  I will not accept that! (pause) No YOU are ridiculous!  Helga is not ridiculous!  Helga 
 is Helga - GOODBYE!  (hangs up the phone, smiles sweetly at the leader)  Hello, darling!  (“darling” 
 pronounced “daaaaah-ling”) 

Leader:  Oh, dear.  Hello!  I’m sorry, I don’t think we caught your name. 

HELGA:  Of course you haven’t!  Helga is Helga - you’re welcome. 

Leader:  I didn’t say “thank you.” 

HELGA:  Oh, but you WILL darling - you WILL!  Helga is the greatest designer of homes on Planet Earth - or 
 any other planet for that matter!  Would you like Helga to design you a new home?

Leader:  Um - no thanks, I -

HELGA:  (scoffs)  NONSENSE!!  Helga never takes “no” for an answer!  You WILL have Helga design you a 
 home!

Leader:  But why would I do that when I’m happy with the home that I have?

HELGA:  Because Helga is Helga - you’re welcome!

Leader:  But I still haven’t said thank - 

HELGA:  (interrupts)  BUT NOTHING, DARLING!!  We will move FORWARD!  Then…BACKWARD.  Then 
 SIDEWAYS!  Loop-de-loop - somersaulting into a giant vat of vanilla pudding GREATNESS THAT IS 
 HELGA!  YOU’RE WELCOME!

Leader:  You’re crazy!

HELGA:  Crazy and genius are often the same thing, darling - learn to enjoy it.  NOW!  Here is what Helga is 
 picturing for your brand new dream home!  (rubs her temples, thinking hard)  I see…I see….FRUIT 
 BATS!

Leader:  Fruit bats?!

HELGA:  YES, DARLING!  Giant fruit bats that we hang from the walls and ceiling and train to hold lightbulbs!  
(CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE)
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CHARACTER SKIT
Character: “Helga Heinebocker” (she is a no-nonsense interior designer with a 
German accent - similar to “Edna” from “The  Incredibles”)
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Leader:  Why would they be holding LIGHT BULBS?!

HELGA:  It’s simple darling!  The fruit bats will be like your lamps and light up your home all the while flying
 around going  (flaps her arms and runs around the stage, yelling “EEK EEK EEK!!” like a bat)  It will be like 
 music to your ears!

Leader:  That doesn’t sound like a dream home!!  That sounds like a nightmare! 

HELGA:  Helga is Helga - you’re welcome.  That will be $10,000,000. 

Leader:  WHAT??  I’m not paying you that!  You didn’t even do anything except flap your arms around like a 
 big WEIRDO. 

HELGA:  Ah - you mean like a big GENIUS weirdo!  Helga is Helga - you’re welcome. 

Leader:  I’m sorry - but could you please take your genius somewhere else?  We’ve got a lot to talk about 
 today!  

HELGA:  And Helga has helped!  You are talking about “coming home” and Helga designs homes for a living!  
 You should be on your knees thanking Helga for her GENIUS! 

Leader:  Listen, Helga - yes we are talking about “coming home” but NOT like an actual house!  We’re talking 
 about coming home TO GOD!  You know, like the story of the prodigal son?  Have you ever heard it 
 before?

HELGA:  Ah yes, this is the story of the little boy who puts celery in his ears and makes sounds like a  sheep?  
 (puts fingers in her ears and “moos” like a cow very loudly)

Leader:  That’s not what a cow sounds like, and NO, that’s not how the story goes AT ALL.  Do you think you 
 could hang out for a while and hear it?

HELGA:  Helga can do that!  While Helga waits, Helga can redesign the WHOLE CHURCH!  It will be  
 MARVELOUS, darling, SIMPLY MARVELOUS!  Now, if you will excuse Helga - we must go get the 
 chainsaws.  Goodbye, my darlings!  Until we meet again!  Helga is Helga - you’re welcome!  (struts 
 offstage as her exit music plays)
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CHARACTER SKIT
(continued)



Items Needed For Game:

The graphic slides for Lesson 1

Preparation:

Start with the game title slide, “There’s No Place Like Home”.  Choose an even amount of boys and girls to 
play in this game. 

How To Play:

The players take turn answering questions that have to do with the word “HOME”.  The team with
the most correct answers at the end will be declared the winners!
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GAME ON!
“There’s No Place Like Home” 
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Bible Story
“Prodigal Son Pt.1”

Materials Needed:

The graphic slides for Lesson 1; begin with the slide that says “Bible Story”; follow the instructions below, 
changing the slides to follow along with the story (as shown)

Preparation:

Familiarize yourself with the passage in Luke 15:11-17; have your open Bible in your hands as you tell the story

The Story:

Today’s Bible Story is found in the book of Luke, chapter 15.  It’s a story that Jesus told to help people 
understand how much God loves them.  There was a father who had two sons.  One of his sons, the youngest, 
approached his father one day (show pic) and said,  “Give me my share of the inheritance!”  His inheritance is 
the money that he was supposed to get once his father had died, but he decided that he wanted the money 
right then.  The son had decided he would be better off on his own with NO rules, NO 
boundaries, NO bedtime, and NO chores!  He thought he would have an amazing life of fun and 
no worries!

The father gave his son what he asked for.  The son took the inheritance, left his house, and went 
out to live on his own.  (show pic)  He started partying, drinking, and using his money to live a 
sinful lifestyle.  He thought he had lots of friends, but most of those friends were only hanging 
out with him because he had lots of money to spend.

It wasn’t long before the boy had wasted all of his money on wild and sinful living.  (show pic)  
When his money was gone, all his so-called friends were gone as well!  Not only did he not have 
any friends, but he ended up with no money to buy anything to eat, so he got a job feeding PIGS.  
(show pic)  Can you imagine sloshing around in the mud with a bunch of smelly pigs?  It was the 
worst job, as you can imagine, but he was so hungry that even the food that he was feeding the 
pigs looked good to him.

The son looked around at the situation he had gotten himself into.  He realized that the PIGS were living 
better than he was.  Isn’t that sad?  He thought life would be easy, but it turns out life is hard when you run 
away from home.  He thought he would have no rules, no bedtime, no chores.  Instead, he now has no money, 
no food, and no happiness.  Running away from home costs a high price.

In your lesson today, you are going to learn from the story of this son.  Just like the son in the story, when we 
run away from God, it will cost us greatly! 



Materials Needed:

The graphic slides for Lesson 1

Preparation:

Begin with the slide titled “Runaway”

The Message: (title slide)

Have you ever heard the saying, “You’ll have to suffer the consequences”?  It’s a saying that means, “There’s 
always a price to be paid for every mistake.”  

-If you touch a hot stove…you’ll have to suffer the consequences – a painful burn on your hand.  
-If you steal from a store…you’ll have to suffer the consequences – you’ll be arrested and probably have to pay 
a large fine, maybe even go to jail.
-If you talk back to your teacher…you’ll have to suffer the consequences – you might have to go to the 
principal’s office.

Every action has a consequence.  And, our friend, the Prodigal Son, learned that the hard way.  He thought he 
would have it made by leaving his father’s house.  He wanted to live HIS way and follow HIS rules.  But, he 
found out that living on his own wasn’t so easy. 

This story of “The Prodigal Son” was told by Jesus to teach us some very good lessons.  The Father in the 
story represents God.  The “home” in the story represents our relationship with God.  The young son in the 
story represents those who leave their relationship with God because they want to live their own way.

Boys and girls, when we choose to leave our relationship with God and live our own way, then we “have to 
suffer the consequences.”  And it is NEVER good.  We learn this by seeing what happened to the son in this 
story.  The first thing we learn is that...

When I Run From God: I Leave The Safety And Love Of Home (slide)

All the boy could think about was the RULES that his father had for him.  He wanted to make his own rules 
and do things his own way.  Sometimes we think the same thing.  We think, “I wish God didn’t tell me I can’t 
lie or cheat or cuss or….”  We focus on the rules, not realizing that God put those rules in place in order to 
protect us.

 
                                                         (CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE)
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Call To Action
“Runaway”



When we leave our relationship with our Heavenly Father, we leave His love and protection behind.  We leave 
the one who loves us more than anything in the world – God.  That’s part of the consequences of running from 
God.

When I Run From God: I Make Bad Decisions (slide)

Without a father to guide him, the young son made some terrible decisions.  He chose the wrong kinds of 
friends.  He spent all of his money on drinking and partying.  That’s not smart, is it?  Then, when all of his money 
was gone – his friends left him.  That’s no kind of friend, is it?

When we leave our relationship with our Heavenly Father, we make bad decisions, too.  We choose the wrong 
friends.  We get involved in the wrong kinds of activities.  We end up sinning big-time.  Those are BAD 
decisions.

And after all those bad decisions, what else happens?

When I Run From God: I Lose BIG TIME (slide)

The young man lost it all - all of his money, all of his friends, and all of his joy.  He ended up sitting in a pig pen, 
hungry and lonely.  He left the comfort and love of home – and traded it for a life of sadness and loneliness.  
Those are some TOUGH consequences, huh?

So, I have a question for you.  Do you think it was worth it for this young son to leave his father’s house?  Was 
it worth it for him to get to make his own rules and live his own way?  (allow response)  Of course not!  

And, it is not worth it for us, either.  God loves us.   He has a plan for us.  We must stick beside Him and trust 
Him.  It’s not always easy to obey Him.  But, if we do – He will lead us to amazing things He has planned for us.  
If we choose to leave Him – we lose BIG-time.

ALTAR RESPONSE: (play soft music)

Pray for the children to make a decision to always stay by God’s side.  Allow those who have never 
experienced the love of their Father to accept Him today.  End the service by thanking God for His love and 
protection.
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Call To Action
(Continued)
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Materials Needed:

The graphic slides for Lesson 1; “Brain Drain” Bumper Video

Preparation:

Play the “Brain Drain” Bumper Video;  Begin with the slide titled “Brain Drain”; there is a slide for each 
question

 
1. Watt’s Up today?
 Answer: “I Never Wanna Leave My Spiritual Home!”

2. What book in the Bible was our Bible Story found?
 Answer:  Luke

3. What did the youngest son decide he wanted to do?
 Answer: Leave His Father’s Home

4. What happened to all of the son’s money?
 Answer:  He Spent It All

5. True Or False:  All of the son’s friends helped him when he lost his money.
 Answer: False

6. What job did the son find?
 Answer: Feeding Pigs

7. According to our lesson today, “When I Run From God: I Leave The Safety And ______ 
 Of Home.”
 Answer: Love

8. According to our lesson today, “When I Run From God: I Make ______ Decisions.”
 Answer: Bad

9. According to our lesson today, “When I Run From God: I _______ BIG TIME.”
 Answer: Lose

10. Where was our Power Verse found?
 Answer: Psalm 91:2

BRAIN DRAIN


