
LEADER’S INFO

It’s easy to love those we enjoy being 
around.  Our friends, our family, and 
those who make us happy are easy 
to show God’s love to.  However, it is 
often difficult for us to show love to 
those who are different than us, irritate 
us, or are mean to us.

The problem is that those who claim 
to be followers of Jesus don’t have 
the right to pick and choose who they 
love.  Instead, we must show God’s 
love to EVERYONE!  It is to be THE 
defining element of our lives.  Jesus 
said, “They will know you are my disci-
ples by your love for one another.”

In this lesson, the children will learn 
from the story of Zacchaeus how Jesus  
demonstrated love to someone that 
many others refused to love.  Each one 
of us - if we love God - MUST love 
others.

“The Spark” Intro Video
LOVE Makes The Difference Pt. 1

“Whatchagaddaknow” Video
Big Ray teaches “Whatchagaddaknow”

Character Skit
“The Inspector”

Offering Time

Game Time!
“Jumping For Love”

Bible Story
“Jesus Loves Zacchaeus”

Power Verse Video
“Whoever does not love does not know God, 
because God is love.”  - 1 John 4:8
    

Call To Action
“LOVE”

Rewind!
Review Game

Small Group Experience
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Main Focus:
All followers of Jesus Christ must 

have love evident in their lives.

Power Verse:
“Whoever does not love does not 

know God, because God is love.”  
  - 1 John 4:8

Whatchagaddaknow:
“If I Love God, Then 

I’ll Love You!”
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Lesson 1 Materials Needed:

“Fruit Of The Spirit” Song Video
- “Fruit Of The Spirit” Song  Video by JumpStart 3 (provided)

“The Spark” Intro Video
- “LOVE Makes The Difference Pt. 1” Intro Video

“Whatchagaddaknow” Video
- “Whatchagaddaknow” Teaching Video
- “Whatchagaddaknow” Trigger Video

Character Skit
- “The Inspector” Theme Graphic/Music

Offering Time
- “Offering Time” Bumper Video

Game Time!
- “Game Time!” Bumper Video
- “Jumping For Love” Graphic
- Two jump ropes
- Red construction paper
- Scissors

Bible Story
- “Jesus Loves Zacchaeus” Graphics

Power Verse Video
- “Power Verse” Video

Call To Action
- Graphic Slides for Lesson 1
- Piece of candy
- Tall glass
- Egg
- Apple
- Orange
- “Love Makes The Difference Pt. 2” Video

Rewind!
- “Rewind” Bumper Video
- “Rewind” Lesson 1 Graphics

Small Group Experience
- Bible Story Pictures Print Piece
- Fruit Print Piece
- A small basket or bowl
- Bibles
- A way to keep score
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Main Focus:
All followers of Jesus Christ must 

have love evident in their lives.

Power Verse:
“Whoever does not love does not 
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Whatchagaddaknow:
“If I Love God, Then 

I’ll Love You!”
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Leader:  Hey, kids!  Welcome to our series, “Fruit Of The Spirit.”  How many of you like fruit?  What is your 
 favorite kind of fruit? (allow several children to share their answers)  

 Well, this series is not about apples or bananas.  It is all about the fruit - or evidence - of the Spirit.  It’s 
 about the things that should be in our lives that show others we belong to Jesus and have the Holy 
 Spirit working in our lives.  There are nine fruit of the Spirit:  Love, Joy, Peace, Patience, Kindness, 
 Goodness, Faithfulness, Gentleness, and Self-Control.  I know - that’s a lot to remember.

 To help you learn the fruit of the Spirit, we have a really cool song for you.  (play/perform “Fruit of the 
 Spirit” song by JumpStart 3, which is provided in the Misc.  Videos folder)    

 That’s a pretty cool song, isn’t it?  Well, we are going to be learning all about the fruit of the Spirit in 
 this series.  Today, we start with “LOVE.”  So get ready by checking out this video!

(play “The Spark” Intro Video - “LOVE Makes The Difference Pt. 1” Video)

Leader:  Love is an easy word to say, but it’s not an easy thing to show.  Sometimes we find ourselves 
 struggling to show love to others.  But we can’t pick and choose who we show love to or when we 

show love.  Love is something that should be evident in our lives at ALL times.

 You’re going to learn all about that in today’s lesson.  But, right now, I want you to meet my friend 
 Big Ray.  He is going to teach you “Whatchagaddaknow.”

(play “Whatchagaddaknow” Video)
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Introduction to “The Spark”
Intro Video
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CHARACTER SKIT

Character: “The Inspector” (a fruit inspector who is very particular and 
meticulous)

INSPECTOR:  (Has a clipboard with checklist, ink pen, and a magnifying glass; walks with purpose to the leader and 
 looks through the magnifying glass, inspecting the leader)  Yes, that’s what I thought.  No, it just 
 won’t pass.  Oh dear, this doesn’t look good at all.

Leader:  Hi.  What are you doing?  Wait!  What doesn’t look good?!  I washed my hair this morning!  Who are 
 you?  I’m so confused right now.

INSPECTOR:  (lowers magnifying glass, marks on checklist)  AHEM!  Yes, hello.  You may call me “Inspector 
 Number 9.”  I am a very highly regarded fruit inspector.  I only pass the most perfect of fruits for human 
 consumption.  No rotten apples in my bin, no, sir!  Nor mushy bananas, bruised pears, muddled 
 mangoes, dry peaches, greasy grapes, furry blueberries...Well, I think you get the idea. 

Leader:  (Confused) Greasy grapes?  Is that a thing?

INSPECTOR:  Not in my bin!  However, I hear it is a big problem in certain areas of the world.  No good, no 
 good at all.  I won’t approve a bunch of greasy grapes.  DISGUSTING!

Leader:  Well, okay.  We know who you are, Inspector Number 9.  We know you won’t approve greasy 
grapes.  Now, back to why you were looking at me through that magnifying glass and what doesn’t 
look good, as you so clearly said while looking at me.

INSPECTOR:  Do you know why I’m number 9?

Leader:  No, I don’t know why you are number 9.  Maybe you were the ninth person to get the fruit 
 inspector job? (smiles)

INSPECTOR: (marks on checklist)  Tsk, tsk.  I thought as much!  (Looks back at leader, stands tall)  I am 
 Inspector Number 9 because I inspect others for the 9 types of the fruit of the Spirit - Love, Joy, Peace, 

Patience, Kindness, Goodness, Faithfulness, Gentleness, and Self-Control.

Leader:  Hey, that’s what we’re talking about today - the first one you mentioned, Love.  Wait, so you 
 inspect OTHERS for the fruit of the Spirit?  That isn’t really what we’re supposed...

INSPECTOR: (interrupts leader) Now, now, enough about me.  How do you feel about snakes and spiders?

(CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE)
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CHARACTER SKIT
(continued)

Leader:   Well, they kind of creep me out.  Why?  (freezes with arms out) There aren’t any on me or behind 
me, are there?!?

INSPECTOR:  No, there are not.  (marks on checklist) Tsk, tsk.  Too bad.  You are NOT APPROVED!

Leader: (confused) Hold on a minute.  Not approved?  What are you talking about?

INSPECTOR:  I suppose I could explain this one more time.  I am Inspector Number 9.  I am inspecting you 
 for the fruit of the Spirit.  The first one is love.  You do not have love for spiders and snakes.  There-

fore, you do not have the fruit of the Spirit.  I do not approve. 

Leader:  (shocked) Don’t approve....me?  Don’t have the fruit of the Spirit?  (recovers) Okay.  Hold on, I think 
you have things a little mixed up.  I don’t think we are meant to go around inspecting others for the 
fruit of the Spirit.  God is the only one who can approve or NOT APPROVE someone.

INSPECTOR:  You may have a point there.  I will make a new checklist and perform an inspection regarding 
what you have said.....then I will see if I APPROVE these statements.  (Looks intensely into leader’s eyes)

Leader:  How about you stick around and listen to today’s lesson?  It’s all about love.

INSPECTOR:  As an inspector, one of my duties is to learn as much as I can about relevant topics.  So, yes, 
I will - as you so nicely put it - “stick around and listen.”  If you’d like, I could also inspect any fruit you 
may have around, free of charge (smiles and stands tall).

Leader:  Great!  I have always wondered - what does one look for to tell if a melon is ripe?  Do you sniff it?   
Do you thump it and listen for an echo of some sort?

INSPECTOR:  Nice try!  A good inspector never reveals his techniques.  However, if you were to join 
 the Junior League of Fruit Inspectors, I could give you some beginner pointers on picking melons.  One 
 thing I can tell you - you never want to buy a melon that smells like a frog.

Leader:  Okay.  Thank you for that.  (shrugs) I’m not sure I know what a frog smells like, but I definitely 
won’t buy a melon that smells like a frog.  Well, why don’t you hang out backstage to listen to the les-
son?  Kids, say goodbye to Inspector Number 9!

INSPECTOR:  Alright.  Remember to only eat fruit approved by a PROFESSIONAL FRUIT INSPECTOR!  Bye 
 bye, now (smiles and looks at kids through the magnifying glass before exiting as theme music plays).



GAME TIME!
“Jumping For Love”
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Items Needed For Game:

Two jump ropes; Red construction paper; Scissors

Preparation:

Cut out ten red hearts from the red construction paper.  Spread the ten hearts out on a table.  Place the table 
on the opposite end of the room from the starting line. 

How To Play:

 Choose five boys and five girls to participate in this relay game.  When you say, “Go,” the contestants
must jump rope all the way down to the table, pick up a heart, and then jump rope all the way back to

tag the next person in line.  The first team to have every team member complete the task will
be declared the winner!   
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Bible Story
“Jesus Loves Zacchaeus”

Materials Needed:

“Jesus Loves Zacchaeus” Graphics;  begin with the slide that says “Bible Story”; follow the instructions below, 
changing the slides to follow along with the story (as shown)

Preparation:

Familiarize yourself with the story in Luke 19:1-10; have your open Bible in your hands as you tell the story

The Story:

Today’s Bible Story is found in Luke chapter 19.  It’s a story about a young man with a very differ-
ent sort of name - Zacchaeus.  Zacchaeus was a tax collector, which meant that he took part of 
everyone’s money and gave it to the Roman government.  People didn’t like Zacchaeus very much 
because he was known to be very dishonest.

One day, Zacchaeus heard that Jesus was nearby teaching.  He wanted to get a good look at this 
man he had heard about.  He had heard all about how Jesus healed, loved, and told people all 
about God.  When he arrived, he saw a huge crowd surrounding Jesus.  (show pic) Now, Zacchaeus 
had a “little” problem: he was very short.  He couldn’t see Jesus over all the people.

But Zacchaeus had an idea.  He found a tree that was nearby (show pic) and began to climb it 
so he could get a better view of Jesus.  Pretty smart idea, huh?  Don’t you love climbing trees?  
Well, while he was in the tree, Jesus saw him.  Jesus called him by name and said, “Zacchaeus, come on down 
from there.  I must come to your house as a guest today.”

The religious people that were there couldn’t believe that Jesus would actually go to Zacchaeus’ house.  They 
didn’t like Zacchaeus at all because he was a dishonest tax collector.  (show pic) They saw Jesus at Zacchaeus’ 
house and said, “How could Jesus possibly hang out with THAT man?  He’s a big sinner!”

Jesus was not impressed with the religious people.  They were supposed to be the ones sharing the love of 
God, yet they were treating Zacchaeus as if he didn’t even matter.  (show pic) Jesus said, “I have come to save 
lost people like Zacchaeus!”  He was teaching the religious people that if they really wanted to do God’s will, 
they would show love to people like Zacchaeus instead of ignoring them and treating them like they didn’t 
even matter.

In today’s lesson, you are going to learn that showing God’s love to others is THE way that others will know 
you belong to God.  Love is an important fruit of the Spirit.  If you don’t show love to others, then you are 
definitely NOT doing God’s will. 



Materials Needed:

Graphic Slides for Lesson 1; Piece of candy; Tall glass; Egg; Apple; Orange;  “Love Makes The Difference Pt. 2” 
Video

Preparation:

Begin with the slide titled “LOVE”

The Message: (title slide)

Today we are talking about the first fruit of the Spirit: LOVE.  To do this, I need someone to help me...

(invite a kid to come onstage and help with an illustration) I’ve got some choices that I want you to help me with.  
First of all, (hold your hand up for a high-five) I would love a high-five right now.  Now, you don’t HAVE to give 
me a high-five - I want to give you the choice.  (allow the kid to choose)  Now, I have another choice for you.  
(pull out the piece of candy) I have an awesome piece of candy here.  I would love for you to take it and eat it.  
Now, you don’t HAVE to - I want to give you the choice.  (allow the kid to choose) Okay, one final choice.  (hold 
up the egg, crack it on the side of the glass, then pour the egg into the glass)  I would like for you to drink this raw 
egg.  Now, you don’t HAVE to - I will give you the choice.  (allow the kid to choose - it’s okay if they choose not to; 
have the audience give them a hand as they sit down)

Did you notice something?  On each occasion, they were given the opportunity to choose whether or not 
they did what I asked, right?  They were able to choose whether or not they would give me a high-five, eat the 
candy, and drink the egg.  They had a choice!

Well, when it comes to loving others, as a Christian, you do NOT have a choice.  If you belong to Jesus and 
have the Holy Spirit in your life, then you must show LOVE to others.   The book of First John speaks about 
this - verse 7 of chapter 4 says, “Dear friends, let us continue to love one another, for love comes from God.  Anyone 
who loves is born of God and knows God.”  So...

What Proves I Love God?  My Love For Others (slide)
 
Your love for others is what is going to prove that you love God.  People notice when you act, live, and serve 
in love.  It’s not normal.  It’s not human nature.  But when you accepted Jesus as your Savior, you traded your 
human nature for His nature.  And so we love.  Love proves to others that we belong to God.  It is a FRUIT 
that should be clearly evident in our lives.

(CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE)
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Call To Action
“LOVE”



It’s kind of like a fruit tree.   When you walk up to a fruit tree, how do you know what kind of fruit tree it is?  
(allow response)  Exactly!  You can tell what kind of fruit tree it is by the fruit that is hanging on it.  How do I 
know it is an apple tree?  (hold up the apple)  If it has apples hanging on it, it is an apple tree.  How do I know if 
it is an orange tree?  (hold up the orange)  If it has oranges hanging on it, then it is an orange tree. 

Jesus said that LOVE for others will be the FRUIT that will show that we are His disciples and have the Holy 
Spirit in our lives.  Just like the APPLE proves that it is an APPLE tree, LOVE for others will prove that you 
love God and belong to Him.  The next verse, 1 John 4:8, our Power Verse, says this: “Whoever does not love 
does not know God, because God is love.”  So...    

What Proves I Don’t Love God?  My Lack Of Love (slide)

It’s true.  When you don’t love others, when you don’t treat them with love and care, it proves that you don’t 
love God.  Jesus said, “If you love Me, you will obey what I command.”  Jesus clearly told us that we must show 
love to others - even if they get on our nerves, are smelly, or are mean.  It doesn’t matter who they are or 
what they have done, we must show love to them every time.  If we don’t show love to others, then1 John 4:8 
teaches us that it proves we don’t love God.  “Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love.”  - 1 
John 4:8

You might say, “That just doesn’t seem fair.  I can’t help it.  That’s just my personality.  I don’t mean to say 
hateful things to others - it just comes out.”  Or maybe you think, “They hated me first.  I’m just responding 
to what they did.  They deserve it.  They’ve got it coming after what they did to me.  They hurt me.  They 
talked about me.  They left me out.  They attacked me.  They gossiped about me.”
 
There is one more verse in chapter 4 that I want you to understand.  This is probably one of the hardest vers-
es of all.  1 John 4:20 says, “If someone says, ‘I love God,’ but hates [someone else], that person is a liar...”  WOW! 

 
What If I Claim To Love God, But I Don’t Love Others?  

I Am A LIAR. (slide)
 
You can’t claim to love God and then choose to NOT love others.  It is not an option.  If you say you love 
God, but you don’t love others, the Bible says you are a liar.  That’s pretty strong.  That’s how strongly God 
feels about us showing love to others.  So, every chance we get, we must speak kindly, show mercy, and be 
gracious to those around us.  That will be what shows that we REALLY love God.  Remember the situation 
we saw in our video earlier?  Let’s see what would have happened if the young man truly had the fruit of 
LOVE in his life.  (play “Love Makes The Difference Pt. 2”)  

ALTAR RESPONSE: (play soft music)

Pray with the children that they will always show love to others.  Lead them in a prayer of repentance if they 
realize they have become “liars,” as discussed in our lesson.  Pray that LOVE will be evident in their lives.
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Call To Action
(Continued)



Materials Needed:

“REWIND!” Bumper Video; “Rewind” Lesson 1 Graphics

Preparation:

Play the “REWIND!” Bumper Video;  Begin with the slide titled “REWIND!”; there is a slide for each 
question

 
1. Whatchagaddaknow today?
 Answer:  “If I Love God, Then I’ll Love You!”

2. What “number” was the inspector who visited us today?
 Answer: Nine

3. What was Zacchaeus?
 Answer: A Tax Collector

4. Why couldn’t Zacchaeus see Jesus over the crowd?
 Answer: He Was Too Short

5. How did Zacchaeus end up being able to see Jesus?
 Answer: He Climbed A Tree

6. Did the religious people like the fact that Jesus went to Zacchaeus’ house?
 Answer: No

7. According to our lesson today, “What Proves I Love God?”
 Answer: My Love For Others

8. According to our lesson today, “What Proves I Don’t Love God?”
 Answer: My Lack Of Love

9. According to our lesson today, “What If I Claim To Love God, But I Don’t Love Others?”  
 Answer: I Am A LIAR.

10. Where was our Power Verse found?
 Answer: 1 John 4:8
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REWIND!


