
LEADER’S INFO

The Parable of the Pharisee and the 
Tax Collector teaches us more than
just about how prayers don’t have to 
be fancy.  It also teaches us about how 
we should look at and treat our fellow
Christian brothers and sisters.

Even further than that, it teaches us 
that we should NEVER think of
ourselves more highly than others.  
God loves us all the same.  It doesn’t 
matter if you have grown up in church 
and know all the answers to the Bible 
Trivia questions or if you just became 
a Christian last night.  God loves us 
all the same, and we must treat each 
other that way.

In this lesson, the children will learn 
how to look at others and how NOT
to look at themselves.  We must 
choose to stay humble, or we might 
end up being humbled.

“The Spark” Intro Video
“Chase Investigates Walter Windbag”

“Whatchagaddaknow” Video
Wiggy Pop teaches “Whatchagaddaknow”

Character Skit
“Reta Book”

Offering Time

Game Time!
“Caterpillar Scatter”

Bible Story
“The Parable of the Pharisee & The Tax Collector”

Power Verse Video
“…For those who exalt themselves will be 
humbled, and those who humble themselves 
will be exalted.”  - Luke 18:14

    
Call To Action
“Don’t Be A Spiritual Snob”

Rewind!
Review Game

Small Group Experience
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Main Focus:
We must NOT treat others as

“less important” to God than we are!

Power Verse:
“...For those who exalt themselves

will be humbled, and those who 
humble themselves will be exalted.”   
  - Luke 18:14

Whatchagaddaknow:
“I Gotta Humble Myself Before

The Lord!”

“TELL ME A STORY” - LESSON 1
“The Pharisee & The Tax Collector”



“The Spark” Intro Video
“Chase Investigates Walter Windbag”

“Whatchagaddaknow” Video
Wiggy Pop teaches “Whatchagaddaknow”

Character Skit
“Reta Book”

Offering Time

Game Time!
“Caterpillar Scatter”

Bible Story
“The Parable of the Pharisee & The Tax 
Collector”

Power Verse Video
“…For those who exalt themselves will be 
humbled, and those who humble themselves 
will be exalted.”  - Luke 18:14
    
Call To Action
“Don’t Be A Spiritual Snob”

Rewind!
Review Game

Small Group Experience
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Lesson 1 Materials Needed:

“The Spark” Intro Video
- “Lesson 1 - The Spark” Intro Video

“Whatchagaddaknow” Video
- “Whatchagaddaknow” Teaching Video
- “Whatchagaddaknow” Trigger Video

Character Skit
- “Reta Book” Theme Graphic/Music

Offering Time
- “Offering Time” Bumper Video

Game Time!
- “Game Time!” Bumper Video
- “Caterpillar Scatter” Graphic
- Two sleeping bags
- Two chairs

Bible Story
- “The Pharisee & The Tax Collector” Graphics

Power Verse Video
- “Lesson 1 Power Verse” Video

Call To Action
- Graphic Slides for Lesson 1
- One balloon
- One needle

Rewind!
- “Rewind!” Bumper Video
- “Rewind!” Lesson 1 Graphics

Small Group Experience
- Bible
- Balloons
- Whatchagaddaknow Print Piece
- Tape
- Danger: Pride Ahead Print piece
- Colored pencils, crayons, or markers

“TELL ME A STORY”  Lesson 1           “The Pharisee & The Tax Collector”

Main Focus:
We must NOT treat others as

“less important” to God than we are!

Power Verse:
“...For those who exalt themselves

will be humbled, and those who 
humble themselves will be exalted.”   
  - Luke 18:14

Whatchagaddaknow:
“I Gotta Humble Myself Before

The Lord!”



“TELL ME A STORY”  Lesson 1           “The Pharisee & The Tax Collector”

Leader:  Hey, kids!  Welcome to our series, “Tell Me A Story.”  How many of you love a good story?  What 
 are some of your favorite stories that you’ve ever heard or read?  (allow children to respond)

 Sometimes stories are the best ways to teach important lessons.  Remember the story of “The Boy 
 Who Cried Wolf”?  It’s the story of a young boy who tried to fool the people of his town into thinking 
 there was a wolf after him and all of his sheep.  Each time, the townspeople would come out to rescue 
	 him	-	only	to	find	that	he	was	lying.		There	was	no	wolf.		Then,	one	day,	a	wolf	really	did	show	up.		The	
 boy yelled and yelled, but people just assumed he was pulling a trick on them again.  The boy really 
 regretted lying so many times.

 Have you heard that story before?  That story is told in order to help children understand the 
 importance of telling the truth.   Stories are powerful teaching tools.   In this series, we are going to 
 look at some of the BEST stories ever told.  They aren’t fairy tales.  They are called PARABLES.  Parables 
 are stories that were told by Jesus in order to teach people important spiritual lessons.

	 Today	we	are	going	to	learn	from	our	first	parable.		To	find	out	what	that	parable	is,	I	want	you	to	
 check out this video.

(play “The Spark” - Intro Video Lesson 1)

Leader:  That guy was pretty prideful, wasn’t he?  He wasn’t treating other people nicely, and he thought he 
 was better than they were.  He was what we will call a “Spiritual Snob.”  God does not want us to 
 behave that way.   He wants us to be humble, not prideful.

 You’re going to learn all about how NOT to be a “Spiritual Snob” in your lesson today.  But, right now, 
 I want you to meet my friend, Wiggy Pop.  He is going to teach you “Whatchagaddaknow.”

(play “Whatchagaddaknow” Video)
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Introduction to “The Spark”
Intro Video
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CHARACTER SKIT

Character: “Reta Book” (a passionate librarian who absolutely loves stories and 
their power to transform people - and she likes things to be “quiet”)

RETA: (comes out dressed like a traditional librarian with an armful of books) SSSHHHHHHHH SHHHH!!  Inside 
 voices, please!  Now, my dears, you were being quite rowdy.  We mustn’t behave in such a manner.  It’s 
 DIS-RE-SPECT-FUL!

Leader:  (Loud whisper) YES MA’AM!  SO SORRY!  UMMM, WHO ARE YOU?

RETA:  (gives leader a stern look, then smiles) I am Ms. Reta Book.  I am a librarian and storyteller 
 extraordinaire!  Although, Jesus is the MASTER storyteller.  I mean, dear, aren’t the parables He told in 
 the Bible AMAZING?!

Leader:  Yes, ma’am, Ms. Reta.  They are AMAZING!  It’s nice to meet you, but what are you doing out 
 here?

RETA: (stands taller) I am here to tell a story.  I discovered this wonderful little tale recently, and I just have 
 to share it with everyone I come across!

Leader:  (confused) Uh, well, I don’t think we have time for that.  You see, we are in the middle of a church 
 service.  We are talking about being humble before God.

RETA:  Sshhhh now, dear.  Have a seat and listen to this quaint little story.  (gives stern look until leader sits 
 down)

Leader: (sits down) Yes, ma’am.

RETA:  (opens one of the books she is carrying) Once upon a time, in a land made of cotton candy, there lived 
 an elephant and a unicorn.  (leader raises hand)  Yes?

Leader:  A land of cotton candy?  That sounds pretty sticky.  I mean, one rainstorm and it will be washed 
 away.  NOTHING!

RETA: Okay, dear, it’s make-believe.  Not real.  Made up.  Now, no more questions until I say, “The End.” 

Leader:  Okay, yes, ma’am.

RETA: (back to the book) Where were we?  Ah, yes!  The elephant and the unicorn were BEST FRIENDS!  They 
	 were	on	an	adventure	to	find	the	golden	booger.

(CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE)
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CHARACTER SKIT
(continued)

Leader:  Wait a second!  GOLDEN BOOGER?!

RETA:  (gives leader “the eye”) SSHHHHHHH! (back to book) 

Leader:  UMM, this is really interesting and all, but we...

RETA:  (interrupts) Now, dear, you really must be quiet.  The others can’t possibly hear the story over your 
 chatter.

Leader:  (nods head and “zips” lips)

RETA:		In	the	land	of	cotton	candy,	there	was	a	legend	about	a	golden	booger	that	was	worth	five	million	
 dollars.  The owner left a map to where it was hidden.  Anyone could go to the library to look at the 
 map.  Elephant and Unicorn made a copy so they could go look for the GOLDEN BOOGER.

Leader:  (shakes head, grossed out) Eww, Ms. Reta.  We really need to get back to our church service.  
 (Stands) Maybe you could read this story another time?

RETA:  Hmmph!  (Closes book) I can tell when I am not appreciated.  I think I shall read this story to someone 
 else.  (Gives stern look to leader)

Leader:  Oh, no!  I appreciate you.  I DO!  It’s just that we only have a certain amount of time for our Bible 
 lesson, so we need to get back to it, you know?

RETA:  (smiles)	I	see	what’s	happening	here,	dear.		You	are	afraid	everyone	will	find	out	where	the	GOLDEN	
 BOOGER is hidden, and you want the money for new clothes.

Leader: (confused) UMMMM, no.  Hey, what’s wrong with my clothes?!

RETA:  Now, shhhhushy pie, and don’t you cry.  I think it is probably better that I leave the storytelling to 
 the MASTER STORYTELLER, JESUS.  The parables He told in the Bible teach us something.  The story 
	 of	the	GOLDEN	BOOGER	is	just	silly.		But	we	will	have	to	finish	that	story	later.		I	need	to	go	home	
 and feed my cat, POOPSEY!  

Leader:  POOPSEY?!?  Oh, okay.  Bye, Ms. Reta Book!  

(Reta exits while her theme music plays)



GAME TIME
“Caterpillar Scatter”
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Items Needed For Game:

Two sleeping bags; Two chairs

Preparation:

Place the chairs at the opposite end of the room from the starting line

 

How To Play:

 Choose an equal number of boys and girls to participate in this game.  One player from each team will get 
into	their	team’s	sleeping	bag	and	lay	face-down	on	the	floor,	with	their	head	sticking	out	of	the	sleeping	bag.		

Declare these the “caterpillars.”  

When you say “Go,” each players inside a sleeping bag is to scoot like a caterpillar across the room, around 
the chair, and then back again.  Once they make it back to the starting line, the next player in line has to get 
into	the	sleeping	bag	and	do	the	same.		The	first	team	to	have	all	players	complete	the	task	is	declared	the	

winner!
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Bible Story
“The Pharisee & The Tax Collector”

Materials Needed:

The “Pharisee & The Tax Collector” Graphics; begin with the slide that says “Bible Story”; follow the instruc-
tions below, changing the slides to follow along with the story (as shown)

Preparation:

Familiarize yourself with the story in Luke 18:9-14; have your open Bible in your hands as you tell the story

The Story:

Jesus told a parable in Luke 18 about two men who came to the temple to pray.  (show pic)  One 
man was a religious leader called a Pharisee.  Pharisees were the ones who studied the scriptures 
and taught others in the temple.  The other man who came to the temple to pray was a tax 
collector.    

The Pharisee stood up and made a big show out of his prayer.  (show pic) He said,  “Oh God, I 
thank you that I am not like others - those sinners - especially like that tax collector over there!  
I never cheat, I don’t lie, I don’t steal, I fast twice a week, and I give you a tenth of my income.” 

This Pharisee was all about comparing himself to others.  As a matter of fact, he took one look
at	the	tax	collector	and	decided	he	was	pretty	confident	that	he	knew	everything	that	the	tax	
collector had done wrong.  As far as we know from the story, the Pharisee had never even met 
the tax collector.  Yet, he still was certain that the tax collector was a liar and a thief.  He was 
being a “Spiritual Snob.”  He was more focused on the tax collector’s sins than he was on his own.

The tax collector’s prayer was quite different.  He was not a religious leader at all.  In fact, he knew that he was 
a sinful man.  He prayed a very different prayer than the Pharisee.  (show pic) He prayed a simple prayer quietly 
before God.  He said,  “Lord, please have mercy on me. I am a sinner, and I need your help.” 

Did you notice a difference between the prayers of these two men?  Jesus said that God rejected the prayer of 
the Pharisee, but He answered the prayer of the tax collector.  Why do you think God rejected the prayer of 
the Pharisee?  (allow response)

God rejected the prayer of the Pharisee because his heart was not right.  He was convinced that he was 
perfect.  He was so focused on looking down on the tax collector that he never even confessed his OWN sin 
to God.  That’s not the way we should be.

In your lesson today, you are going to learn the importance of having an attitude that is more like the tax 
collector’s than the Pharisee’s.  We must not be “Spiritual Snobs.”  We must be humble and not think of our-
selves as better than others.



Materials Needed:

Graphic Slides for Lesson 1; One balloon; One needle

Preparation:

Begin with the slide titled, “Don’t Be A Spiritual Snob”

The Message: (title slide)

Today we have been learning about the Parable of the Pharisee and the Tax Collector.  Let’s refresh ourselves 
on the story.  The tax collector came into the temple and prayed a very humble prayer.  He said, “Lord, have 
mercy on me.  I am a sinner.”  The Pharisee, on the other hand, came in and began praying VERY loudly, 
“God, I thank You that I am NOT a sinner like this tax collector.  I pray, I tithe, I do everything perfectly.”

The tax collector was what we call “humble.”  But the Pharisee was what we call “prideful” or a “Spiritual 
Snob.”  After listening to this story, you WANT to be humble like the tax collector.  You DO NOT want to 
be proud like the Pharisee.  

Sadly, there are some people who have the same attitude that the Pharisee had.  They think that the fact that 
they go to church makes them better than others.  They think that because they know all kinds of things about 
the Bible, attend Sunday School, and do all sorts of “right” things, that makes them better than everyone else.  
They are just like the Pharisee - “Spiritual Snobs.”

Spiritual Snobs are full of pride.  They look down on others and treat them as if they are “less than.”  That’s why 
Jesus	told	this	parable.		He	wanted	to	teach	some	important	lessons	through	this	story.		The	first	lesson	is...
  

Pride Is A Dangerous Thing (slide)
 
Proverbs 16:18 says, “Pride goes before destruction, and haughtiness before a fall.”  Pride causes you to put 
your focus on yourself instead of on God.  You begin to think that YOU are the reason for all the good things 
in your life.  You forget all about the fact that God is the reason for everything good in your life.

(pick up the balloon)  This balloon represents your life when you are humble.  (begin to stretch the balloon this 
way and that, showing how pliable it is)  When you are humble, you are able to be molded and shaped into what 
God	wants	you	to	be.		But	when	you	allow	pride	to	fill	up	your	life,	(blow air into the balloon until it is almost 
full) you aren’t able to be shaped by God at all.  Why?  Because you are convinced you are already “all that.”

(CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE)
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Call To Action
“Don’t Be A Spiritual Snob”



“Spiritual Snobs” are full of themselves and believe they are already perfect and don’t need God’s help.  (show 
how the blown up balloon is not pliable at all)

Pride	is	a	dangerous	thing,	and	you	must	not	allow	yourself	to	be	filled	with	pride.		You	must	live	your	life	with	
humility, just like the tax collector did.  You must CHOOSE to be humble.  At the end of this parable, Jesus 
spoke these words - “...For those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be 
exalted.”  That’s our Power Verse today.  That means...

If I Don’t Choose Humility, Then I Will Be Humbled (slide)
 
You must make the choice to live a life of humility, like the tax collector did.  You must remember that you 
are just a sinner saved by GOD’S GRACE.  (blow up the balloon again) Our Power Verse tells us that God 
honors the humble, but what does it say will happen to the proud?  (allow response)  That’s right!  It says that 
they will be humbled.

When	you	choose	to	live	your	life	with	pride	as	a	“Spiritual	Snob,”	you	are	“filled	up”	with	yourself	and	are	
not able to be molded and shaped by God.  So God is forced to do whatever it takes to get you to the point 
of humility.  Sometimes, it takes God bringing in some sort of situation or circumstance that “bursts your 
bubble” (take the needle and POP the balloon) and causes you to become humble again so that you can be 
molded and shaped.

I don’t know about you, but I would rather CHOOSE humility - like the tax collector did.  I don’t want to be 
full of pride, like the Pharisee, to the point that God has to come along and humble me.  I want to choose to 
be humble, because that honors God.  If you will choose to be humble, God will honor you as well. 

ALTAR RESPONSE: (play soft music)

Pray for those who recognize they have been acting like “Spiritual Snobs.”  Pray for those who have allowed 
pride to be a part of their lives.  Pray that God will help them CHOOSE humility every single day so that God 
will be honored - and so will they!
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Call To Action
(Continued)



Materials Needed:

“REWIND!” Bumper Video; “REWIND!” Lesson 1 Graphics

Preparation:

Play the “REWIND!” Bumper Video;  Begin with the slide titled “REWIND!”; there is a slide for each 
question

 
1. Whatchagaddaknow today?
 Answer:  “I Gotta Humble Myself Before The Lord!”

2. Who were the two people in today’s parable?
 Answer: A Pharisee And A Tax Collector

3. Did God accept the prayer of the Pharisee?
 Answer: No

4. What kind of attitude did the tax collector have?
 Answer: Humble

5. Did God accept the prayer of the tax collector?
 Answer: Yes

6. What was the name of the librarian who visited us today?
 Answer: Reta Book

7. According to our lesson today, “Pride Is A ____________ Thing.”
 Answer: Dangerous

8. According to our lesson today, “If I Don’t Choose ______________, Then I Will Be 
 Humbled.”
 Answer: Humility

9. True or False:  God wants you to be a “Spiritual Snob.”
 Answer: False

10. Where was our Power Verse found?
 Answer: Luke 18:14
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REWIND!


